
NC 09409 
30004677 
OSP Rev. 10/11 

 
 

PLANT PATHOLOGIST 
 
Work in this class involves coordination of regulatory activities regarding plant diseases and nematodes 
in statewide programs as part of the North Carolina Department of Agriculture's Plant Protection 
Section. 
 
Employee provides technical expertise in the detection, identification, and control of parasitic plants, 
nematodes, and plant diseases. Employee determines program needs and priorities; serves as a 
technical resource to co-workers and the public; trains field personnel; coordinates and evaluates 
survey, quarantine and other cooperative programs with other states and federal agencies; coordinates 
export and import certification activities; and participates in research activities. Work requires the 
development of programs, policies, and procedures and writing and/or revising laws, rules and 
regulations. Employee maintains close contact with state and federal agencies, industry groups, 
professional and civic organizations, extension agents, the nursery and agricultural community, and the 
general public. Work is performed independently under the general supervision of the Plant Pest 
Administrator and is evaluated through review of written reports and periodic conferences regarding 
program effectiveness. Employee performs related work as required. 
 
RECRUITMENT STANDARDS 
 
Knowledge Skills and Abilities - Thorough knowledge of the principals of plant pathology and 
nematology. Considerable knowledge of the laws, rules and regulations pertaining to parasitic plants, 
nematodes and plant diseases. Considerable knowledge of environmental conditions and agricultural 
practices in the state. Working knowledge of the principals of entomology, botany and weed science. 
Ability to plan, coordinate and evaluate field survey and regulatory activities. Ability to analyze and draw 
valid conclusions from field conditions and research experiments. Ability to establish and maintain 
effective working relationships with state and federal agencies, professional groups, researchers, 
extension personnel, nurserymen, farmers and the general public. 
 
Minimum Training and experience - Master's degree in plant pathology, nematology or a closely related 
curriculum from an appropriately accredited institution and three years of related work experience; or an 
equivalent combination of education and experience. 
 
Special Note - This is a generalized representation of positions in this class and is not intended to 
identify essential functions per ADA. Examples of work are primarily essential functions of the majority 
of positions in this class, but may not be applicable to all positions. 


